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Tech Based Training:  “Do Almost Anything With Conditional Tags”

Introduction & Recap

Over the past few lessons, we've dipped our toes into conditional tags. Maybe you 
have already begun to see the power of using conditional tags. We've applied it to 
the archive pages so that the heading on the archives change when they visit a 
yearly, monthly, author or category archives.

Those are very practical and common uses. There are many more places and 
situations you can apply this to. In this lesson, we will explore some of them.

Adding Javascript On Only Specific 
Pages, Posts Or Categories

Whenever you find a cool Javascript, you are usually told to copy a certain part of 
it into the page's header or in between the <head></head> of your HTML code. 
In WordPress, you simply have to add it into the header.php template file, 
between <head> and </head>.

When add anything in the header (or the footer), it gets called on every single 
page that gets viewed on your site. But what if you are only using the code on the 
home page? For example, newsletter signup popups. This is when conditional 
tags can help.

In this example, I will be using a Javascript code that I picked from Aweber after 
creating a list and web form. I created a 'Light box' pop-over that would display 
the sign up box and fade away after a while. I only want this on the home page of 
the blog.

The instruction from Aweber is to add my Javascript code between the <body> 
and </body> tags. For optimal performance, I'm going to put it just before the 
closing </body> tag. There's a reason for this. If you put it – or any Javascript 
code immediately after the opening <body> tag, then it gets loaded before your 
content. If Aweber hangs up for any reason, your page may not load and it'll sit 
there waiting for Aweber before it gives up and then loads your content. Your 
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visitors will see a blank page or half loaded web page for a while. Your web page 
will appear to be 'slow' and sometimes even make people click away.

By putting it just before the closing </body> tag, your content gets loaded first 
and the Javascript is the last thing that does get loaded. Even if Aweber hangs up, 
my content will already be loaded. This is my preferred method. Marketing aside, 
usability and load time should be of utmost importance to your visitor. So think 
about them first.

Not all Javascripts work that way. Some require the code to be pasted 
immediately after the opening <body> tag. In that case you have little choice.

Since my decision is to put it in the closing </body> tag and it is located inside 
my footer.php file, that's the file I'll be working with. If you want to put it right 
after the opening <body> tag, then you'll need to work with header.php since 
that's where the <body> tag is.

Here it is in my footer.php

Let's check to see if it works first and it does. It also works on each and every page 
on the site which is not the intended effect.
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Now, I'll add a conditional tag around the Javascript code. This is the code.

<?php if (is_front_page () ) { ?>
 Your Javascript code here
 <?php } ?>

Now, only the home page will display the light box.

Displaying Different Stylesheets On 
Different Categories

In a similar vein, sometimes you want the stylesheet (CSS) to change slightly for 
each category. You can do that with conditional tags too. For this lesson, I'm 
going to change the sidebar header colors to a light green in one of my categories. 
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My first step is to create a copy of style.css and name is something relevant. In 
this case, I'll rename it style3.css because my category ID is 3. We'll get to finding 
category ID in a minute. 

I'll open style.css in PsPad, then click File Save As, change style.css to style3.css 
then save into the same folder. If you want to keep things organized you can 
actually create a folder just for your additional style sheets if you wish. For 
simplicity's sake, we'll not do that. Instead, we save it in the same place as 
style.css.

Now, I will go into style3.css to find the code that controls the sidebar header 
background color. If you can't remember or don't know, just use Firebug .

I happen to find the code around line 239. I'll go ahead and switch out the color 
code and save the file.

We're not done yet. Now, we need to hook it up to header.php. Why header.php 
because that is where style sheets are called from. Before we can do that, we need 
to first find out what the ID of the category we want to change the color is. That is 
actually quite simple.
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Log in to your WordPress admin, go to Manage >> Categories or if you're using 
WordPress 2.7 and up, click the arrow next to Posts to expose the options. Click 
Categories.

Find the category you are interested to work on, then hover your mouse over the 
category name. At the bottom of your browser, you should see a URL. In that 
URL, you will see cat_ID=XX

The XX number right after cat_ID= is your category ID. Now that I have the 
category ID number, I'll modify header.php. The original code is:

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('stylesheet_url'); ?>" />

The modified code is this:

<?php if (is_category('3')) { ?>

  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('template_url'); ?>/style3.css" />

  <?php } else { ?>

  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('stylesheet_url'); ?>" />
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  <?php } ?>

Let's talk about the code a little bit. The first part tells WordPress to pay attention 
to category 3 – if category 3 archive is being displayed, then use style3.css. 
Otherwise, use the default. You can keep adding to it. For example, you have 
category 4 which you want to use style4.css on, then you'd do this.

<?php if (is_category('3')) { ?>

  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('template_url'); ?>/style3.css" />

<?php } elseif (is_category('4')) { ?>

  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('template_url'); ?>/style4.css" />

  <?php } else { ?>

  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="<?php 
bloginfo('stylesheet_url'); ?>" />

  <?php } ?>

All you need to do is keep expanding on it. So here are my results. When I view 
category 3, this is what I see. 
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I'm going to provide a link to the theme which contain the changes I've made at 
the end of the lesson. Please note that it will not appear the same on your 
sandbox. That is because you may not have a category 3. Which is why you should 
only make these changes after the theme is developed and you are ready to apply 
it to a site.

Different Sidebars In Different Categories 
Or Pages

If you have worked with WordPress for a while, you know that you can create 
different sidebars for different categories. The simplest, most lo-tech method is to 
create separate template files for each category. Another method is to use 
conditional tags.

Let's say I have a banner ad that is relevant to one specific category. I want to 
display this banner ad in the sidebar when an individual post or category is being 
viewed. As with the previous example, I would first find out the category ID 
number.

Once I have that, I will open up sidebar.php in PsPad. Right under the newsletter 
sign up box, because it simply looks better there, I'll add this code:

<?php if (in_category ('3')) { ?>
      <div style="text-align: center;"><a 
href="http://blogenergizer.com"><img src="<?php 
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bloginfo('template_url') ?>/images/member-button-
trans.png" border="0" /></a></div>
      <?php } ?>

You may see something familiar here. If in_category 3 simply tells WordPress to 
pay attention and add the button if the post is filed in category 3. Now, when I 
view category 3 archives or any post that is filed in category 3, the button will 
appear.

Here's a warning note. Different sidebars with different categories only work well 
if you do not file each posts in different categories. For example, you have a post 
that you put in category 1 and category 2. WordPress cannot decide which sidebar 
to display so it will choose one – which may not be the one you want. Because of 
this, the best thing is always to file your posts in one category only. There are also 
SEO benefits to filing your posts in just one category.

Special Messages Or Banner When Post  
Belongs To A Category

Sometimes, you want to display a relevant banner or message when people view a 
post that is filed in a specific category. Here's what you do. Open single.php 
because that is the template that is used to display individual posts. Then add 
something like this where you want the message or banner to display.
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<?php if (in_category ('3')) { ?>
<div style="text-align: center; border: 2px 
dashed red;">Add your special message here.</div>
<?php } ?>

This puts a message like this under my post only when viewing a post that is filed 
under category 3

Once again, the same problem will rear its ugly head if your post is filed under 
two or more categories. When using this method, ensure that the user only files 
each post in one category only.

Conclusion

So there you go. Pretty interesting stuff huh? So how do you know which 
conditional tag to use and when? Thankfully, WordPress Codex has got a list of 
different conditional tags available for us to use and an explanation when to use 
each. I highly suggest you experiment. Test them out. If your client requests 
something you think a conditional tag may solve, tell them you will try some 
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known solutions and test them. That's the best way to know which tags to apply 
in each situation.

Here's the theme package for this lesson. Download and review its contents if you 
get stuck.

Click to download.

Next Lesson...
Did you know, when building Pages in WordPress, you can attach a 
special template just for that page? This allows you to create a Page 

that looks entirely different or just a little different from the rest while 
maintaining a general look and feel of the site. We'll discover the 

world of Page Templates next.
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