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Tech Based Training: "Child Themes”

Introduction

In the recent past, there has been a talk about the legality of premium themes.
Automattic, the company who is behind WordPress believes in the open source
concept and we're thankful for that. Otherwise, we won't have a business at Blog
Evangelists.

It is around that time too that theme developers who want to support the open
source concept and still feed themselves began dabble in different business
models. Child themes is one result of that.

How Do They Work?

The child themes concept is actually pretty interesting. It works on the piggyback
concept. The child theme cannot stand alone on its own and needs a host or
parent theme to work.

A child theme is basically just a stylesheet. How would that work? Knowing the
amount of customization we do to a theme, how can we achieve all those cool
stuff with only CSS?

Well, the secret is, it can expand beyond CSS — with some limitations and we'll
learn about that in this lesson.

Why Use A Child Theme?

Great question! I've wondered a lot about that until I tried it. Wow! What a
concept. The biggest appeal is to be able to customize a theme without editing the
original. This is super useful when you're using premium themes that are being
updated over time.

That's one of my first frustrations when it came to building sites with premium
themes. I quickly found out that the theme would not work on a newly upgraded
WordPress of mine. The theme developer released a newer version but alas! I
can't install the newer version without having to re-do all the hours of
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customization. Not a good place to be. That's why child themes appealed so much
to me.

The Makings Of A Child Theme

The best way to demonstrate child themes is to build a child theme for our Blog
Theme Bootcamp theme. Your first action is to create a new folder for your
theme. To make development easy, I'm going to create the new folder inside
my /wp-content/themes folder, yes child themes live in the theme folder too.

I'm going to name it btbchild.

n Serveriudrivewanniwardpressiwp-contentithemes

Mame Type [rate
IJbsp0a03 File Folder 317,
ICbtb File Folder afal:

File Folder 56

IC)CooinCallected File Folder 611,

IZdefault File Folder 110,
= -

o il malda e

Launch PsPad, create a new stylesheet, name it as style.css and save it inside this
btbchild folder.

= PSPad - [C:\Program FilesiUniform Servertudriveiwwwiwordpressiwp-contentithemesibtbchildistyle.css]
[F File Projects Edit Search WView Format Tools Seripts HTML  Settings  Window  Help

POE -G -&-E- B AR BE of B B S =G|
@ F B WG @ B

1., style.css

. fl_l @@ ||j....I....lID....|....ZID....|....SID....I....4ID....I....SID....I....SID..

oo 2 3\) L /% 55 Document */

G;.Newpmiect

Inside this style.css, add this:

/
Theme Name: BlogThemeBootcamp Child Theme
Theme URI: http://blogthemebootcamp.com
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Description: A child theme based on Blog Theme
Bootcamp theme.

Version: 0.1

Author: Lynette Chandler

Author URI: http://TechBasedMarketing.com

Tags: bootcamp, theme, child

Template: btb

*/
You can change the name, URI etc to yours and your sites or give it a new name
whatever you wish. The most important part, I've highlighted in red. Without this

line, your child theme won't work and the template must be the same name as the
folder name of the parent theme. It is also case sensitive.

Next, you'll need to import the parent theme's stylesheet in here and it must be
the first thing after the code above. When you add or modify any design rules
later, put them under this import command, not above. Also, make sure the path
to the parent theme is correct or it won't load.

@import url('../btb/style.css');

What you have is this so far. This is your child theme. Once this is done, you're
ready to rock and roll with your new child theme.

=/ PSPad - [C:¥Program FilesiUniform Servertudriveiwwwiwordpressiwp-contentithemesibtbehildistyle.css]

B’ File Projects Edit Search  View Format  Tools  Scripts HTML  Settings  ‘Window  Help

Qe -tk i-=-HE- B LPEEHA BAE¢ o4 BB )1 | =6k

@ F R WG| @ E
1., style.css
. U @@ lIj....I....'LID....I....lej....|....3|D....|....‘IP....|....5|D....|....6|D....
1 /=*
== gE % . ;
Z Theme Name:! Bloglhemebootcamp Child Theme
B Mew project

2 Thame URT: kittp://blogthemebootcamp. com
4 Description: A child theme based on Blogy Theme Bootcamp theme.
& Version: 0.1

& Author: Lynette Chandler

? Author URT: http://TechBasedMarketing. com
8 Tags: bootcamp, theme, child

9 Template: btk

10 =/

11

1z @import url('../bthfstyle.css')

13 |

"1 Falder
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Log in to your WordPress admin, go to Appearance >> Themes. You should see
the child theme in the list of available themes. Click to activate like any normal
theme.

Blog Theme Bootcamp BlogThemeBootcamp Child Theme
Practice theme for Blog Theme Bootcamb students, & child theme based on Blog Theme Bootcamp theme,

Tags: bootcamp, theme, child

When you look at your blog now, it doesn't seem like anything has changed. Of
course not. Because we haven't made any changes yet. But we will. Let's get busy
customizing.

Change The Header Ribbon

One of the first things I want to change is that ribbon of colors up on top. Inside
the child theme's style.css (/btbchild/style.css), we'll add this.

body {
background-image: none;

}
The result is this
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Home | About | || Go |

This is a post title Subscribe To Daily Updates
by admin on August 28, 2008

|Name |

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing

elit. Westibulum tincidunt odio eu quarm. Nulla tincidunt mauris in
metus, Yestibulum feugiat semper orci. Cras id arcu quis dui |Emai| Address |
interdurn hendrerit. Mulla fermentumn sapien at metus pharetra

imperdiet, Pragsent at augue, Mauris varius.
In witae felis. Quisgue venenatis rutrum quam. C T
Suspendisse pellentesque. Aliquam erat volutpat, _ ategories

Next change I'd like to make is a border around the 'page’.

Page Border

To achieve that, I confirm using Firebug that the 'page' is actually a DIV with the
ID of container.

llome  About Go

This is a post title
by adwin 21 Augusz 22 2002

) : o [ome
Lorerr ipsam dolor sit arret, conzectetu= - adipiscirg

S eliL weslibulunr Gnoder Cocio e cegnn, Mulla Gndidar Ciduris i
WeW' 3 mnecus, vessioulum fELGIAt SEMPEr OFT, Cras © arcd cLis Jui Emao | &dd-ess
interdurr hendreric, Mul a fermeT-un 532 en at m2tus pharetra
imgerdiek. Prassent at augue. Maurns vanus.

I vizae “elis DQusgus venenatis rutrum quan.

Susper Lisse pelerilesyue, Slijgudin eral valulpal, Categorles
Prcin nsi 34gue, sacittis quis, iaculis =it amz2, ® [Dreccos
frrmen-Im quis, nilla Arnean llkenis. DLisOUE vimAr ® Gifts

feliz. Fusca id enim ac lia=ro tincidunt imgerdist. bl 2 0 T\,b

mallis risl ew orc, Curabitur varLs est nor tortor, ® Uncarsqorized

Mrcin N2z sapicn, Zusabitur of cLgue prokiuT nisi
viverra kibendom,

Archives

o [
® Aygust ZC00 (1)

= april ZC08 (2)

Tags: Ia'zrt « toddler

Leave a Reply

Loggec in as admr. Logcits

Authors

B admn
spert Fi- | divgoontainer < hody < beml
{ | HTML €55 Suipl  DOM el optlors ~ Style | Laywul  DOM
* foonsalrer

font-sime: 1.Zzxn;
margin: Llpx aatoe 0z
Text-align: lerc;
wdth: 230pu;

opnav s
contert"=
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So in the child theme, I'll add this.

#container {
border: #541E04 dashed 1lpx;
}

Now I'll have a nice dashed border around my page.

Home | About | || Go | 1

;Ab‘)“t Subscribe To Daily Updates

E'I'his is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put
Einformatiun about yourself or your site so readers know where you are
Ecuming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as
iyou like and manage all of your content inside of WordPress,

tthis is a test to see how the wide page template will look. I'm writing a very m
wery long sentence |

|Name |

|EmaiIAddress |

how does it lok? Categories
iLorem ipsurn dalor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, Fusce euismod " —D_rESSES
wommodo ante, Suspendisse potenti. Nunc pellentesque guam vel pede, Ut a = Gifts

lorem non urna molestie euismod, Fusce consequat tortor eu urna. ® Toys .
Pellentesque aliqguam, pede eget tincidunt feugiat, nunc massa hendrerit ® Uncategarized

Hmmm the text is now all pushed to the side, we don't want that so obviously
that needs changed. Using Firebug, I find out that the post is contained inside a
DIV with the class named post. Armed with that information, I'm going to write
in my child theme's stylesheet.css the following.

.post {
padding-left: 10px;
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Home | About

: About

This is an example of a WordPress page, you could edit this to put

E information about yourself or your site so readers know where you are
corming from. You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as
. you like and manaage all of your content inside of WordPress,

this is a test to see how the wide page template will look, I'm writing a
' wery very long sentence .

! how daes it lak?

! Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Fusce euismod

! commodo ante. Suspendisse potenti. Munc pellentesque quam vel pede. Ut
' alarem non urna malestie evismad, Fusce consequat tortor eu urna,
Pellentesque aliguam, pede eget tincidunt feugiat, nunc massa hendrerit

_________________________________________________

Subscribe To Daily Updates

|Name |

|EmaiIAddress |

Categories

B [resses

m Gifts

®m Toys

B Uncategorized

magna, non ultricies neque lectus nec dui, In hac habitasse platea dictumst,

PR T - USRS DUV SRRt ST (NN R S U U JUIR S S

That's much better!

Even though we've only changed a few things so far, I'm pretty sure you can see
how a child theme can be of use to you. Go ahead. Modify the child theme. Add
style rules, change the colors, change the width of the sidebars. Test it out.

If you're nervous or don't know how to write your own CSS rules, just open the
parent's style.css, find the part you want to edit, copy and paste the rule into your
child theme's style.css then edit it there. It's allowed.

Modifying Theme Files

All this is great. But what happens if I want to add HTML or something to the
theme files, not the stylesheet? Thankfully since WordPress 2.7, you can do that.
Child themes can overwrite the parent. If you're using a version less than 2.7, this
won't work. Here's how you do it.

Let's say I want to add a graphic header on top of the navbar. I first need to
clone/copy the header.php from the parent theme into my child theme folder.

Then, I create a new folder inside the child theme folder named images. It's the
same structure as if I were building a new theme. I'm creating this folder because
I want to put my header graphic in it.
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1) Co\Program Files\Uniform Serveriudriveweswordpressiwp-contentithemes| btbehild

Mame Tyvpe
wolder Tasks 21 8 Cnagel——— el
m header.php PHP File
Places 3 [Z] style.css 55 Diocume

Now, copy your header graphic or logo into this images folder.

Fl -, 7 e [T} ma

() Ci\Pragram Files\UniForm Serveriudrivelwawiwordpressiwp-contentithemes\btbehildlimages

Type Dake Cre

1d Folder Tasks ¥ Trfanview PG File Sle/ 2005

Dlarac

Now that I have all the images in place, I edit the child's header.php to add...

<div id="header">

<a href="<?php bloginfo('url'); ?>"><img src="<?
php bloginfo('stylesheet directory'); ?
>/images/logo.jpg" alt="Blog Theme Bootcamp"
border="0" /></a>

</div>

You'll notice one thing in the code above (in red), when calling the image URL, I
did not use bloginfo('template_url'); why? Because WordPress still bases the
theme (template) off the parent but the stylesheet is based on the child.

Now when I view my site, I get this:
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I Home  About | || Gl:||
. About Subscribe To Daily Updates
! This is an example of a wordPress page, you could edit this to put |Name |

¢ information about yourself or your site so readers know where you are
' coring from, You can create as many pages like this one or sub-pages as
¢ vou like and manaae all of vour content inside of \WordPress,

|EmaiIAddress |

Pretty awesome huh?

Conclusion

I've demonstrated just enough about child themes for you to have a working
understanding how this works and how it can be useful to you. Using child
themes, you can copy the templates you want to edit into your theme, any
template and modify to your hearts' desire without messing up the original
theme.

This is also a good way to work on clients' sites who have existing themes but they
only want small changes. It allows you to keep the original theme around as a
'‘backup'.

There are some limitations to using child themes. Not all themes are suited for
child themes although many or most are. But if you use a theme like WPRemix
that has a lot of programming built into the theme, you'll likely run into problems
as I did. Otherwise, this is a great tool for a majority of themes out there.

For your benefit, here is the Blog Theme Bootcamp child theme I have created
based on this lesson. Download it, check it out, have fun with it.
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Next Lesson...

We're going to dive deep into the database using phpMyAdmin

Hynetly Chandter
Lynette Chandler
Tech Based Training
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