BLOG THEME _

Lesson #20

Widgetizing Your Theme

By

Lynette Chandler
Tech Based Training

http://TechBasedTraining.com/

NOTICE: You Do NOT Have the Right
to Reprint or Resell this Report!


http://TechBasedTraining.com/

You Also MAY NOT Give Away,

Sell or Share the Content Herein

If you obtained this report from anywhere other than Tech Based Training.com , you
have a pirated copy.

Help stop internet piracy by letting me know. Send email to
customerservice@techbasedsupport.com

© 2010 Copyright Lynette Chandler

Legal Disclaimer: Keeping things simple here, I have to say that I cannot promise you success. I can give you
direction and advice based on my experiences and good internet marketing practices. What you do with this
information is up to you. As a Tech Based Training member you agree to not hold me responsible for your
results.


mailto:customerservice@techbasedsupport.com

Tech Based Training: "Widgetizing Your Theme”

Why Widgets

I'm assuming most who work with WordPress know what widgets are and how
they work at a basic level but here's a quick explanation if you don't. Commonly
used in sidebars, widgets make it super easy for anyone to change the menus,
links and any type of content in the sidebar. From WordPress admin, you access
it by going to Design >> Widgets. From there, it is all point, select to click and
type. Simple.

Widgets can also be used for more things than just the sidebar. You can even use
widgets in the header, footer or just about any 'spot' on your theme. But it is not
automatic and this is where we as the theme developer come in. It is up to us to
define the spots that widgets can be used in.

What can be widgetized? Lots of things. Here is a short but not comprehensive
list of areas you can widgetize.

1. Sidebar — this is the expected norm.
2. Header

3. Footer

4. Featured content

Why bother widgetizing other areas? Because for some clients it is easier and
better that they use widgets to customize these spots than to allow them to edit
the theme. In our BlogThemeBootcamp theme, the featured spot on the home
page is a perfect example. Featured news or items should not be perpetual. They
should be semi long term yet changed up once in a while to make the site look

'fresh’.

Let's get busy.

The Basics of Widgetizing Anything
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To make a theme support widgets is super easy. You first need to define which
areas you want users to be able to use widgets in which we have already done.
And then you need these two simple pieces of code.

This that goes into functions.php (inside your theme)

1f ( function exists('register sidebar') )
register sidebar (array('name'=>'sidebarl',

'before widget' => '<li id="%1Ss" class="widget
$25s">",

'after widget' => '</1i>"',
'before title' => '<h2 class="widgettitle">"',
'after title' => '</h2>"',
));
And this one that goes into the spot you want to apply widgets to

<?php if ( !function exists('dynamic sidebar') ||
!dynamic sidebar ('sidebarl') ) : ?>

<?php endif; 2>
Those are the only things we will be using although we will tweak them slightly

for each application. Now is the time to start your servers, open PsPad (or any
other text editor you are using) and log in to your web host.

Applying Widgets To The Sidebar

The first thing we are going to do is to create an empty file inside our theme
folder and name it functions.php. In PsPad, I am going to open a new php file by
clicking on the new file drop down in the tool bar (1) and then selecting PHP (2).
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Then, copy and paste this code in it:

if ( function exists('register sidebar') )
register sidebar (array('name'=>'sidebarl',

'before widget' => '<1li id="%1$s" class="widget
%28s">",

'after widget' => '</1i>',
'before title' => '<h2 class="widgettitle">"',
'after title' => '</h2>',
)) s
Then I will save this file into the btb theme folder, with a file name functions.php.

) CiA\Program Files\Unifarm Serverﬁ,udriveﬁ,www'\wordpre-w-cc-ntent'l,themes'l,bt

Marne Tvpe
ICimages File: F

Folder Tasks

(#]404.php PHP F

|%] archive.php FHF F

ﬂ comments, php FHF F|

¥ ﬂ festure.php FHE F
ﬂ featureimg.php PHF F

PHP F

functions, phy PHF F

header php PHP F

Since we are creating multiple widget capable areas, we should name each area
appropriately so the user won't get confused when they are trying to add widgets.
Back to PsPad. In the code we have just pasted, edit 'sidebari1’ to 'Sidebar'.
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£ if | function exists('register sidebar')] |

3 register_sidebar (array (' nams'=>' sidebarl*’//

4l 'before widget' =» '<l1i id="%15s" class="widget $2§s3">',
Sl ' after widget! =3 !aflix! .

z if | function exists('register_ sidebar')

3 register sidebar (array (' name'=>' SidebarA/

& ' before widget! =>-!<Li id="%18z2" class="widget %2is":>',
S after widget! =>.vg/Llix;

Next, open sidebar.php. Around line 15 is where the conditional code for the
newsletter sign up box which we put there in an earlier lesson. After that, I will
press enter to create a new line, then paste this code.

<?php if ( !function exists('dynamic sidebar') ||
!dynamic_sidebar ('sidebarl') ) : 2>

Next, make sure to change 'sidebar1’ to 'Sidebar' it must match what you just
entered in functions.php.

13 <fdiv>

14 <f1ix

15 <2?php } P

s <Wn_ex ists('dynamic sidebar') || !dynamic sidebar ('
b sidebar TS

17 <1li=

12 <h2xCategories<fh2:-

19 <ul>

Still in sidebar.php, scroll all the way down to the bottom. Just before the last
</ul>, press enter to create a new line, then paste the following code.

<?php endif; 2>

Save sidebar.php and we're ready to test our sidebar widgets out. Before that you
are probably wondering how do you know where to start or stop pasting the
codes when working on your own theme design?

This is where knowing HTML is going to be your saving grace. If your HTML
knowledge is weak it won't be impossible but it is going to be very difficult for
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you. Simpler themes like these are more apparent. More complex designs will be

a big challenge.

In this theme, this is how I determined where to start pasting the first set of code
in sidebar.php. The WordPress logic is all sidebar and widget items are enclosed
in lists. When a widget is added, WordPress automatically inserts <li> at the
beginning of each widget item and </li> at the end. Basic HTML rules says if
there is an <li> and </li> they must be enclosed inside <ul></ul> OR <ol>and

</ol>

So, I just went hunting for the first <ul> and the last </ul>. But wait, why did I

not do this?

LUCREY T VT ¥ Y ™ S ¢ N L I ol

w

1o
JLL
1z
1z
14
15
1&

<dir id="righttube™:>
<dir id="sidebhar">
<l
<?php if | !function exists|('dynamic sidebar') || !'dynsmic sidebar |
Sidebar!') ) : =
<?php if { !is_homei] | { >
<1ix

<div id="subscrike">

<hl>Subscribe To Daily Updates< /hi>

<form action="#" method="post">

<input type="text" name="" value="Name" Jfx<br f>

<input type="tvpe" name="" value="Email Addressz" f><hr f>-

<input type="submit" name="" value="3ubscribe" class="button" f>
< fform>

<fdiv>

<f1ix

<Iphp } 2%

Why did I put the code after the newsletter sign up box?

© 2010 Lynette Chandler - All Rights Reserved.

http://TechBasedTraining.com/
Page 7



http://TechBasedTraining.com/

Tech Based Training: "Widgetizing Your Theme”

z <div id="sidebar">

3 <ulx

4 <Zphp if | !'is_home() | { 7>

£ <1ix

& <div id="subscribe">

7 <hl>3ubscribe To Daily Updates</hil>

- <form action="#" method="post">

El <input type="text" name="" vralue="Name" fx<hr f>=

10 <input type="type" name="" value="Email Addreszz" fx<hr [f>

11 “<input type="submit" name="" value="3ubscribe™ class="hutton" f>
1z < fform>

1= < fdiv>

14 <f1ix

15 <Iphp 1 ?=

16 <?php if [ !'function exists('dynamic sidebar') || !'dynsic sidebar (!
Yaidebar') | : 2=

17 <1lix

12 <h2xCategories<fh2:-

Well, that's a choice. If you look at the code, the newsletter box is enclosed inside
conditional tags. Remember we did that in an earlier lesson so it won't be
displayed on the home page but on other pages. If you put the code before that,
then the moment widgets are added to your sidebar, you will lose the sign up box
and the conditions. Every widget you put in the sidebar will appear on all pages
including the home page.

There is no rule to say you can't put it at the top. It will depend on how the theme
is used/customized later on. Do experiment with both options on your own to
fully grasp what happens in each scenario.

Ok, let's go test out our new widgetized sidebar. You probably won't see any
changes when you view your Sandbox. That's because you have not applied any
widgets. So log in to your Sandbox, go to Design >> Widgets. The first thing you
should notice is Sidebar in the drop down on the right side of this screen.

Widgets

Available Widgets Current Widgets

Pages aded

nnnnnnn Al

That is good news. WordPress picked up the widget. This also tells you that you
are currently working with sidebar widgets. To your left, in the Available widgets
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column, Click on Add next to any of the widgets you wish to apply. It'll be moved
to the right column. Click Save Changes.

Current Widgets

Sidebar ¥ | Show

You are using 1 widgets in the sidebar.

Add rmore from the Available Widgets section.

m
(=
=

Calendar

Save Changes

Now view your Sandbox. You should see that all the sidebar items originally in
the theme have disappeared and replaced with whichever widget you applied.
Congratulations! You have just widgetized your theme. Pretty easy huh?

The hardest part is only to determine where you want to start the widgetized area
which we have already discussed. Other than that, this is super simple.

So what if you want to allow people to apply widgets in other areas of your
theme? Just rinse and repeat.

Widgetizing Featured Content Area

Earlier in the lesson, we talked about how it would make sense to be able to apply
widgets in the featured content area and so we shall make it happen.

In PsPad, close sidebar.php and open feature.php. You may leave functions.php
open. You will need it.

As before, we go to functions.php, paste the code to define a new widget, right
after the first set of code.

register sidebar (array('name'=>'Sidebar',

'before widget' => '<1li id="%1$s" class="widget
%25s">",
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'after widget' => '</1i>',

'before title' => '<h2 class="widgettitle">",
'after title' => '</h2>',

)) i

{ 1 <?php
z if | function exists('regiscer_sidebar')
3 register sidebar (array (' name'=>'Zidebar',
4 'before_widget' =» '<li id="%1%s" class="widget %Zis">',
| lafter widger!'s =» s lix;
& 'before_title' => '<hi class="widgettitle™:',
pl after title' =» "wrhzx',
g )1: "//
9
10 2=
1 <?php
z if | function exists('register sidebar')] |
3 register_sidebar (array (' name'=>'3idebar',
4 'kbefore widget' =» '<li id="%1{s" class="widget %2isz">',
& 'after_widget' => '</lix',
& 'before title' => '<hZ class="widgettitle™>',
gl 'after title! => U</ hE>t,
g1
#register sidebar (array (' names'=>'3Sidebar',

10] 'before widget' => '<li id="%1§s" class="widget %2§s3">',
1Y 'after widget' => '</lix',

17 'before_title' => '<hZ class="widgettitle":>',

i 'after title' =» 'g/ih2>!,

lai iz

15 2>

Notice, this time it has slight changes. Note that the 'if function exists' isn't there
anymore that's because we have already defined it earlier.

Each widgetized area must be uniquely named. So we cannot name this Sidebar
anymore. Besides, that would not make sense to the user. We will name it
'Featured Content'. Change 'Sidebar' to 'Featured Content'.

'before_title' =»> '<hZ class="widgettitle">',
sfter rivle" =3 Ngih2sl,

[

o

8]]; /
2 register sidebar (array (' name'=>'Sidebar

5
10 'before_widget' =& '<li id="%1§s3" class="widget 3Z§a">',
I 'after: widget! =x 'w/1ldix,

1 <?php

z if [ function exists('regiscer_sidebar')

3 regiscer sidebar (array (' name'=>'Zidebar',

4 'before_widget' =» '<1i id="%1§s" class="widget 32%3":>',
Bl 'after widget' => "</ Lli>',

& 'before_title' => '<hi class="widgettitle'™:',

il ' after title' =» "<rh2x',

2):

9 register sidebar (array('name'=>'Featured Content',

10 'hefore widget' => '<li id="%1%s" class="widget %23is":',
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Your functions.php file should now contain two sets of widget codes.

1 <?php

z if | function exists('register sidebar') |

Hreyister sidebar (array (' name'=>'Sidebar',

'before_widget' =» '<li id="%18s" class="widget %2iz">',

'after widget' => '</lix', Set 1
'BefoEe tigle! =3 'the dlagssTuwidgettiele o,

Lafter Title! SxotgdR2s

Ll

alregister sidebar (array (' name ' =»' Featured Content',
1o)'before_widget' => '<li id="%1§{s" class="widget %Z§s">',
11}' after widget' =» '</lix',

1z 'heforg_tit.le' =x1Teh2 elass="widgettitle™>" Set 2
13)'after title' =3 '</h2>',

14019 ;

15 7

Lo N T,

First set is for Sidebar, and second set is for Featured content. You can add as
many as you want. But you need to be very clear on the names of each and they
must match up in the template files.

Back to PsPad, open feature.php if you haven't already. If you look at the HTML
in feature.php, you'll see that the featured content block is really a big image and
it is inside the featureimg division. Since I want to keep all the <div>'s we will
define the starting of the widget area as just before the image and end right after
the image.

This code goes right after <div id="featureimg”>

<?php if ( !function exists('dynamic sidebar') ||
!dynamic_sidebar ('sidebarl') ) : 2>

Make sure you change 'sidebar1' to 'Featured Content' to match up with the name
in functions.php.

z <div id="lefttube':

3 <diy_id="featureimg > —"

4 <?php if | lon_exists ('dynamic_sidebar') || !dynamic_sidebar ('
Y Featured Content 1 e
£

L

<img sre="<?php bloginfo('template url') ?>/images/love.jpg" alt="
Valentine Gifts" border="0">

This code, goes right after the image.

<?php endif; 2>
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4 <?php if | !function exists('dynamic sidebar') || !dynamic sidebar ('
b Featured Content') ) @ 7=

L <imyg sro="<?php bloginfo('templace_url') I/ images/ love. jpg™ alt="
b valentine Giftz" horder="0">

& < ?php endif; 2>

o < fdiv>

Before you check it out, we need to add open and closing <ul>'s — remember
WordPress adds <li>'s to each widget so you must do this. There are ways around
this but that is more advanced and at this point not necessary to go in to. Go
ahead and type <ul> before the widget code and </ul> right after it. See what I
have done here.

<dir id="lefttube":>
<dir id="featureimg":>
<l
<?php if [ !'functiloi_ewd ‘dynamic_sidebar'] || 'dynamic_sidebar (!
Featured Content') )| @ 2>
<imyg src="<?php bloginf
Valentine Gifts" horde

Emplate url') ?x/images/love.jpg" alt="

w oo -1 n N e M

<fdive

Time to test it out. Go to Design >> Widgets in your Sandbox admin. In the right
column, select Featured Content in the drop down (1). Click Show (2).

Current Widgets

; 2
| Show ‘—__

Sidebar

Featured Content

e Sideb g sidebar.

1

Add more from the Available Widgeos scction.

If you don't see Featured Content in the drop down, try refreshing your browser.
If you still don't see it, then something has gone wrong. Make sure the code is
correct or download and compare your work with my version of this theme for
this lesson to find out the problem.
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Add a widget any widget to Featured Content. Save. I have chosen to add the Text
widget and type in a title and text since that's is probably what featured content
would be. Either text or image.

Current Widgets
Featured Content % | Show
Youare using 1 widgetin the "Featured Content”

sidebar.

Add more from the Available Widgets section.

Text: New Featured Content

New Featured Content

Mew image can be entered here

When I view my Sandbox blog and refresh the page, this is what I see.

Home  About Contact

e New Featured Content Subscribj
Mew image can be entered here E
Erail Addre

v

Obviously, that may not be what you have in mind. That's because the stylesheet
will need to be edited. Our original theme used an image to fill that space. If you
used an image as well you won't have to edit the stylesheet but if you decide to
add both text and images the style sheet will need to be edited. In this case, I
added the following to stylesheet.css.

#featureimg ul {
margin: 0;

padding: O;
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}

#featureimg 1i {
list-style-type: none;

}

#featureimg h2 {
font-size: 1.4em;
color: #AF1DO0O;

}

All that tells the browser to remove the indents, remove bullet lists and finally
change the size and color of the heading. Now when I refresh my home page, I
will see this.

B R T - B T
Home  About  Contact I:
New Featured Content Subscribe T|
Mew image can be entered here I@
Email Addrass
Calendar

Much better.

If you want to widgetize other areas of this theme, go for it. Just repeat the steps
and make sure to give your widget areas different names. I highly encourage you
to experiment. There is no better teacher than that. This is the ZIP for my version
of this theme up to this lesson.

Next Lesson...

We are ready to package our theme for distribution. If you plan to
release your own themes, the next lesson will outline the things you
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have to do to make it acceptable for WordPress theme directory.

Hynetle Chandter
Lynette Chandler
Tech Based Training

© 2010 Lynette Chandler - All Rights Reserved.

http://TechBasedTraining.com/
Page 15



http://TechBasedTraining.com/

	Why Widgets
	The Basics of Widgetizing Anything
	Applying Widgets To The Sidebar

